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 2003-04 Illinois Trapper Survey 
 
 Objective 
To survey furbearer (12 species of mammals) trappers annually to determine their 
activities, harvests, characteristics, attitudes, and opinions in Illinois.  
 
 Abstract 
A stratified random sample of 697 persons who purchased a 2003 resident Illinois 
trapping license was surveyed after the furbearer trapping season.  Self-administered 
questionnaires were mailed to 665 of the licensees, 517 (78%) of whom returned usable 
questionnaires.  Trapping license sales decreased 7% from 2002 (3,073 licenses) to 2003 (2,871 
licenses).  Trappers had traps set for an average of 28.2 days during the 2003-04 season, and they 
harvested an estimated 138,843 furbearers (down 28% from the 193,072 harvested in 2002-03).  
Data are provided for the attitudes of trappers toward a variety of wildlife management 
programs, their frequency for purchasing a trapping permit, and fur hunting by trappers.  Some 
personal characteristics of trappers are also provided.      
 
 Methods 
A stratified random sample of 697 resident Illinois trappers was selected from sales of the 
2003 trapper license.  Trappers were stratified by county of residence to form proportionate 
samples by wildlife management units and furbearer management zones (Figure. 1).  Each 
trapper was mailed a 4-page questionnaire on April 16, 2004.  Nonrespondents were mailed a 
reminder postcard 2 weeks after the survey questionnaire.  Remaining nonrespondents were 
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mailed a second questionnaire on May 12.  Trappers not responding to the previous mailings 
were mailed a second reminder postcard 2 weeks later.  The initial sample was reduced to 665 
due to incorrect address, no forwarding address, or death.   
 
 Results 
A total of 517 (78%) licensed trappers responded to the survey.  Using procedures 
adopted by Anderson and Campbell (1992), we calculated trapper participation and harvest for 
all furbearer species in Illinois (Tables 1-29).  Results were organized by wildlife management 
units, furbearer management zones, and statewide. 
 
Trapper Participation 
Of the 517 license purchasers in our sample, 440 (85.1%) set traps for furbearers in 
Illinois during the 2003-04 season.  These trappers had traps set for an average of 28.2 days (or 
nights) (Fig. 2).  The maximum number of days a trapper could have legally trapped was 147.  
However, only 19% of the respondents set traps for >45 days and only 32% set traps for >30 
days.   
Participation during the 2003-04 season was highest among raccoon (Procyon lotor) 
trappers, estimated at 2,159 trappers statewide (Table 1).  Opossum (Didelphis virginiana) 
trapping was second in participation with 1,326 trappers, followed by muskrat (Ondatra 
zibethicus) (1,149), beaver (Castor canadensis) (977 trappers), mink (Mustela vison) (777), and 
coyote (Canis latrans) (755).  Trapping activities were intermediate for striped skunk (Mephitis 
mephitis) (555 trappers) and red fox (Vulpes vulpes) (427), and low for badger (Taxidea taxus) 
(89), weasels (Mustela frenata and nivalis) (44), and gray fox (Urocyon ceneroargenteus) (39).   
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Harvest 
Trappers hunted more raccoons than other species in Illinois during the 2003-04 season, 
with an estimated 66,783 raccoons taken (Table 1).  This harvest was much lower than the 
estimated 90,909 raccoons taken in 2002-03.  Muskrats (32,767) were the second-most harvested 
species in 2003-04, followed by opossums (17,771), beavers (6,987), coyotes (6,360), and mink 
(3,857).  The number of muskrats harvested averaged 28.5 per trapper and ranged from 1 to 445 
(Fig. 3).  Similarly, the number of raccoons harvested averaged 30.9 per trapper and ranged from 
1 to 416 (Fig. 4). 
 
Changes in Trapper Participation and Harvest 
The number of Illinois residents participating in trapping decreased 7% from 2002-03 
(3,073 trapping licenses) to 2003-04 (2,871 trapping licenses).  Average harvest per trapper 
increased for the following species categories:  mink, red fox, gray fox, coyote, and badger.  
Conversely, average harvest decreased for muskrat, raccoon, opossum, beaver, striped skunk, 
and weasels.  The statewide harvest decreased for all species categories except gray fox and 
badger.  The largest decrease was noted for muskrat, which was down 36%.  Total trapper 
harvest (all species combined) decreased from 193,072 animals in 2002-03 to 138,843 animals in 
2003-2004, a decrease of 28% (Table 2).  The statewide harvest is summarized by year (1993-
2003) in Table 30. 
 
Fur Hunting by Trappers 
A total of 163 trappers (33% of licensees sampled) reported hunting furbearers with gun and/or 
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dogs in 2003-04 (Table 31).  This equates to a statewide total of 905 hunting trappers, and their 
total harvest was estimated to be 20,119 pelts or an average of 22.2 pelts per hunter.  More 
trappers hunted raccoon than any other species.  Coyote ranked second in popularity. 
 
Observations of Weasels, River Otters, and Bobcats 
 Participating trappers were asked whether they saw weasels, river otters, or bobcats, or 
their sign, in Illinois during the 2003-04 season.  Weasels or their sign were reported by 69 
trappers (Table 32) in 36 counties (Fig. 5).  River otters or their sign were reported by 102 
trappers (Table 33) in 54 counties (Fig. 6).  Bobcats or their sign were reported by 75 trappers 
(Table 34) in 42 counties (Fig. 7). 
 
Attitudes Toward Wildlife Management Programs 
Given a list of 9 furbearer management programs, trappers rated “Educating the public on 
the benefits of trapping” highest in importance (88% very or extremely important).  Youth 
trapper education programs was a close second (84%) (Table 35). 
At least 50% of trappers reported being very or extremely satisfied with 3 of the 9 
management programs:  “Enforcement of trapping regulations” (58%), “Projects to restore 
threatened and endangered species” (53%), and “Monitoring furbearer populations and harvest” 
(50%) (Table 36).  Less than one-third of the trappers were very or extremely satisfied with 4 of 
the programs: “Educating the public on the benefits of trapping” (25%), “Providing opportunities 
to trap on private land” (26%), “Nuisance wildlife programs” (31%), and “Land acquisition 
projects” (31%). 
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General Information 
During the 2003-04 season, Illinois trappers averaged 45 years of age, and they had 
trapped in Illinois for an average of 20 years (Table 37).  Two-thirds (65%) of them buy a 
trapping permit every year and 20% do so in most years (Table 38).  The distribution of trappers 
surveyed is provided by county in Table 39.      
 
 References 
 
Anderson, W.L., and L.K. Campbell. 1992.  Fur hunter/trapper survey, 1990-91.  Ill. Dep. 
Conserv., Fed. Aid in Wildl. restoration Projects W-99-R-3 and W-112-R-1, Study 1, Job 
2, Job Completion Rep.  71pp. 
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Table 1.  Summary of statewide data from post-season mail survey of resident trappers in Illinois, 2003-04  
                (n=517).                          
  Estimated   Percent of    Average    Estimated     Estimated   Estimated
  Number of   Licensed    Season    Total Trapper    Percent    Total 
Species  Trappers    Trappers    Catch    Harvest    Sold   Sold 
                     
Muskrat       1,149    43.06    28.52       32,767     96.44     31,602 
Mink          777    29.12    4.96         3,857     92.95       3,585 
Raccoon       2,159    80.92    30.93       66,783     92.75     61,944 
Opossum       1,326    49.72    13.40       17,771     55.18       9,807 
Red fox          427    16.02    3.32         1,421     88.67       1,260 
Gray fox            39    1.46    5.43            211     94.74          200 
Beaver          977    36.61    7.15         6,987     85.94       6,005 
Skunk          555    20.80    4.56         2,531     45.83       1,160 
Weasel            44    1.66    1.00              44     50.00            22 
Coyote          755    28.29    8.43         6,360     76.88       4,890 
Badger             89      3.33    1.25            111     60.00             67 
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Table 2.  Change in number of successful trappers and harvest by species in Illinois. 
Comparisons are between 2002 and 2003 license years.         
Species  Successful Trappers  %   Total Harvest    %  
    2002 2003   Change  2002 2003   Change 
             
Muskrat    1,596       1,149   -28.0     50,895       32,767   -35.6  
Mink    1,189          777   -34.7       5,189         3,857   -25.7  
Raccoon    2,366       2,159   -8.7     90,909       66,783   -26.5  
Opossum   1,412       1,326   -6.1     23,140       17,771   -23.2  
Red Fox       541          427   -21.1       1,641         1,421   -13.4  
Gray Fox       117            39   -66.7          206            211   2.4  
Beaver    1,189          977   -17.8       9,983         6,987   -30.0  
Skunk       670          555   -17.2       3,281         2,531   -22.9  
Weasel         45            44   -2.2            61              44   -27.9  
Coyote       965          755   -21.8       7,678         6,360   -17.2  
Badger          78            89   14.1            89            111    24.7   
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Table 3.  Summary of muskrat trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=207).  
                                   
Wildlife  Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills        189  16.43  2.01  49.00   9,246    98.38  
Northeast Moraine          50  4.35  0.60  35.11   1,754    21.20  
Mississippi Border-North          50  4.35  0.64  13.89      694      8.84  
Mississippi Border-South        111  9.66  0.81  18.15   2,015    14.73  
Western Prairie/Forest        105  9.18  0.73  30.63   3,230    22.40  
Central Sand Prairie          28  2.42  0.67  93.60   2,597    62.63  
Grand Prairie        372  32.37  0.71  24.60   9,146    17.38  
Southern Plain        144  12.56  0.61  20.96   3,025    12.75  
Wabash Border          61  5.31  0.91  12.45      760    11.28  
Shawnee Hills          39  3.38  0.74  7.71      300      5.75  
Statewide     1,149  100.00  0.79  28.52   32,767    22.43  
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Table 4.  Summary of mink trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=140). 
                          
Wildlife  Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills  100  12.86  1.06  4.33         433         4.61   
Northeast Moraine  50  6.43  0.60  4.44         222         2.68   
Mississippi Border-North  44  5.71  0.57  2.75         122         1.56   
Mississippi Border-South  50  6.43  0.37  4.11         205         1.50   
Western Prairie/Forest  56  7.14  0.38  5.00         278         1.92   
Central Sand Prairie  22  2.86  0.54  5.50         122         2.94   
Grand Prairie  316  40.71  0.60  5.96      1,887         3.59   
Southern Plain  94  12.14  0.40  3.12         294         1.24   
Wabash Border  28  3.57  0.41  3.80         105         1.56   
Shawnee Hills  17  2.14  0.32  11.33         189         3.62   
Statewide   777  100.00  0.53  4.96      3,857         2.64   
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Table 5.  Summary of raccoon trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=389). 
                         
Wildlife   Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills        339  15.68  3.60  34.23    11,588      123.29   
Northeast Moraine        128  5.91  1.54  21.17      2,703        32.67   
Mississippi Border-North        128  5.91  1.63  39.39      5,028        64.07   
Mississippi Border-South        216  10.03  1.58  31.18      6,749        49.35   
Western Prairie/Forest        222  10.28  1.54  29.33      6,510        45.14   
Central Sand Prairie          28  1.29  0.67  21.60         599        14.45   
Grand Prairie        710  32.90  1.35  29.52    20,968        39.84   
Southern Plain        239  11.05  1.01  37.93      9,052        38.15   
Wabash Border        100  4.63  1.48  20.89      2,087        30.95   
Shawnee Hills          50  2.31  0.96  30.00      1,499        28.73   
Statewide    2,159  100.00  1.48  30.93    66,783        45.72   
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Table 6.  Summary of opossum trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=239). 
                          
Wildlife  Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of   Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills  233  17.57  2.48  11.36      2,647        28.17   
Northeast Moraine  72  5.44  0.87  12.08         871        10.53   
Mississippi Border-North  89  6.69  1.13  15.69      1,393        17.75   
Mississippi Border-South  128  9.62  0.93  15.39      1,965        14.37   
Western Prairie/Forest  133  10.04  0.92  13.21      1,759        12.20   
Central Sand Prairie  17  1.26  0.40  3.33          56         1.34   
Grand Prairie  466  35.15  0.89  12.17      5,672        10.78   
Southern Plain  122  9.21  0.51  22.27      2,720        11.46   
Wabash Border  44  3.35  0.66  8.75         389         5.76   
Shawnee Hills  22  1.67  0.43  13.50         300         5.75   
Statewide    1,326  100.00  0.91  13.40    17,771        12.17   
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Table 7.  Summary of red fox trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=77). 
                          
Wildlife  Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills  56  12.99  0.59  4.90         272         2.89   
Northeast Moraine  17  3.90  0.20  2.67          44         0.54   
Mississippi Border-North  28  6.49  0.35  1.20          33         0.42   
Mississippi Border-South  28  6.49  0.20  6.20         172         1.26   
Western Prairie/Forest  33  7.79  0.23  2.00          67         0.46   
Central Sand Prairie  0  0.00  ..  0.00           0     ..   
Grand Prairie  194  45.45  0.37  3.49         677         1.29   
Southern Plain  39  9.09  0.16  2.29          89         0.37   
Wabash Border  22  5.19  0.33  0.00          22         0.33   
Shawnee Hills  11  2.60  0.21  4.00          44         0.85   
Statewide  427  100.00  0.29  3.32      1,421         0.97   
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Table 8.  Summary of gray fox trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=7). 
                         
Wildlife   Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit   Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Northeast Moraine  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Mississippi Border-North  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Mississippi Border-South  6  14.29  0.04  2.00   11    0.08  
Western Prairie/Forest  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Central Sand Prairie  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Grand Prairie  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Southern Plain  28  71.43  0.12  2.80   78    0.33  
Wabash Border  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Shawnee Hills  6  14.29  0.11  22.00   122    2.34  
Statewide  39  100.00  0.03  5.43   211    0.14  
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Table 9.  Summary of beaver trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=176). 
                          
Wildlife  Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills  117  11.93  1.24         9.43       1,099        11.69   
Northeast Moraine  72  7.39  0.87         6.00          433         5.23   
Mississippi Border-North  50  5.11  0.64         5.00          250         3.18   
Mississippi Border-South  83  8.52  0.61         7.00          583         4.26   
Western Prairie/Forest  72  7.39  0.50         4.08          294         2.04   
Central Sand Prairie  33  3.41  0.80       12.83          427        10.31   
Grand Prairie  405  41.48  0.77         6.03       2,442         4.64   
Southern Plain  72  7.39  0.30       11.15          805         3.39   
Wabash Border  50  5.11  0.74         4.22          211         3.13   
Shawnee Hills  22  2.27  0.43       20.00          444         8.51   
Statewide        977  100.00  0.67         7.15       6,987         4.78   
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Table 10.  Summary of skunk trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=100). 
                         
Wildlife   Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills  89  16.00  0.94  5.25         466         4.96   
Northeast Moraine  44  8.00  0.54  3.50         155         1.88   
Mississippi Border-North  39  7.00  0.50  4.29         167         2.12   
Mississippi Border-South  33  6.00  0.24  2.00          67         0.49   
Western Prairie/Forest  61  11.00  0.42  6.09         372         2.58   
Central Sand Prairie  0  0.00  ..  0.00    0     ..   
Grand Prairie  172  31.00  0.33  5.16         888         1.69   
Southern Plain  94  17.00  0.40  3.82         361         1.52   
Wabash Border  11  2.00  0.16  2.00          22         0.33   
Shawnee Hills  11  2.00  0.21  3.00          33         0.64   
Statewide  555  100.00  0.38  4.56      2,531         1.73   
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Table 11.  Summary of weasel trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=8). 
                          
Wildlife  Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills  6  12.50  0.06  1.00   6    0.06  
Northeast Moraine  6  12.50  0.07  1.00   6    0.07  
Mississippi Border-North  6  12.50  0.07  1.00   6    0.07  
Mississippi Border-South  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Western Prairie/Forest  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Central Sand Prairie  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Grand Prairie  17  37.50  0.03  1.00   17    0.03  
Southern Plain  11  25.00  0.05  1.00   11    0.05  
Wabash Border  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Shawnee Hills  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Statewide  44  100.00  0.03  1.00   44    0.03  
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Table 12.  Summary of coyote trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=136). 
                         
Wildlife   Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of   Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
                        
Northwest Hills  72  9.56  0.77         6.46          466         4.96   
Northeast Moraine  22  2.94  0.27         6.75          150         1.81   
Mississippi Border-North  56  7.35  0.71         4.50          805        10.25   
Mississippi Border-South  61  8.09  0.45         5.09          311         2.27   
Western Prairie/Forest  94  12.50  0.65         8.59          810         5.62   
Central Sand Prairie  6  0.74  0.13         6.00           33         0.80   
Grand Prairie  305  40.44  0.58         7.95       2,425         4.61   
Southern Plain  89  11.76  0.37      11.63       1,032         4.35   
Wabash Border  33  4.41  0.49         4.17          139         2.06   
Shawnee Hills  17  2.21  0.32       11.33          189         3.62   
Statewide  755  100.00  0.52         8.43       6,360         4.35   
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Table 13.  Summary of badger trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=16). 
                         
Wildlife   Estimated  Estimated   Average    Estimated     Estimated  
Management   Number of  Number of   Season  Total Trapper   Trapper  
Unit  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch   Harvest    Harvest/100km2  
               
Northwest Hills  17  18.75  0.18  1.33   22    0.18  
Northeast Moraine  11  12.50  0.13  1.00   11    0.00  
Mississippi Border-North  17  18.75  0.21  1.33   22    0.00  
Mississippi Border-South  11  12.50  0.08  1.00   11    0.00  
Western Prairie/Forest  6  6.25  0.04  1.00   6    0.02  
Central Sand Prairie  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Grand Prairie  28  31.25  0.05  1.40   39    0.03  
Southern Plain  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Wabash Border  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Shawnee Hills  0  0.00  ..  0.00   0    ..  
Statewide  89  100.00  0.06  1.25   111    0.03  
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Table 14.  Statewide sample sizes for post-season mail survey of resident fur trappers in Illinois,  
                 2003-04 season (n=517).          
          
  Number of   Percent    Season Harvest  
  Successful     Successful   by Successful   
Species      Trappers in Sample  Trappers   Trappers in Sample   
Muskrat  207   40.04     5,904  
Mink  140   27.08        695  
Raccoon  389   75.24   12,033  
Opossum  239   46.23     3,202  
Red fox  77   14.89        256  
Gray fox  7     1.35          38  
Beaver  176   34.04     1,259  
Striped skunk 100   19.34        456  
Weasel  8     1.55            8  
Coyote  136   26.31     1,146  
Badger   16      3.09          20   
          
 
 
 
Table 15.  Confidence intervals (95%) for estimated number of trappers, average season harvest,     
                 and total trapper harvest by species in Illinois, 2003-04 (n=517).         
                 
Species  Total Estimated Estimated Average Total Estimated  
    Trappers  Season Bag   Harvest  
Muskrat  1,149  + 124  28.52  + 6.63  32,767  + 6,996  
Mink  777  + 112  4.96  + 1.12  3,857  + 857  
Raccoon  2,159  + 109  30.93  + 4.10  66,783  + 7,908  
Opossum  1,326  + 126  13.40  + 2.69  17,771  + 3,288  
Red fox  427  + 90  3.32  + 0.71  1,421  + 352  
Gray fox  39  + 29  5.43  + 5.94  211  + 222  
Beaver  977  + 120  7.15  + 1.28  6,987  + 1,261  
Skunk  555  + 100  4.56  + 1.12  2,531  + 638  
Weasel  44  + 31  1.00  + 0.00  44  + 25  
Coyote  755  + 111  8.43  + 2.48  6,360  + 1,739  
Badger   89   + 44  1.25  + 0.22  111  + 48  
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Table 16.  Distribution of furbearer harvest among successful trappers in Illinois, 2003-04 season.  Sample sizes are listed below each species. 
                                      
          Percentage of Successful Trappers        
Total                                    
Season  Muskrat  Mink  Raccoon  Opossum Red fox Gray fox Beaver Striped Skunk Weasel Coyote Badger 
Catch  207  140  389  239  77  7  176  100  8 136  16 
                                     
1  12.6  30.0  4.9  10.0  42.9  57.1  17.0  32.0  100.0  30.1  75.0 
2  8.2  21.4  3.9  8.8  16.9  14.3  14.2  19.0  0.0  14.7  25.0 
3  5.8  10.7  4.1  10.0  6.5  0.0  11.9  14.0  0.0  8.8  0.0 
4  3.9  7.9  3.6  9.6  6.5  0.0  8.0  9.0  0.0  6.6  0.0 
5  4.8  6.4  3.9  5.4  6.5  0.0  7.4  3.0  0.0  3.0  0.0 
6  5.8  3.6  3.9  7.9  6.5  0.0  8.5  4.0  0.0  5.9  0.0 
7  1.9  2.9  2.3  1.3  3.9  0.0  3.4  0.0  0.0  2.2  0.0 
8  2.9  1.4  3.3  6.3  1.3  0.0  3.4  5.0  0.0  6.6  0.0 
9  1.0  1.4  2.3  1.3  3.9  0.0  1.1  2.0  0.0  0.7  0.0 
10  3.4  3.6  4.6  7.5  0.0  14.3  5.1  4.0  0.0  2.9  0.0 
11  0.0  1.4  2.1  1.7  1.3  0.0  2.3  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0 
12  4.8  1.4  3.3  2.5  1.3  0.0  3.4  0.0  0.0  2.9  0.0 
13  1.4  0.0  1.8  0.0  0.0  0.0  1.1  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0 
14  1.0  0.0  1.3  0.4  2.6  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  1.5  0.0 
15  2.4  1.4  4.4  3.3  0.0  0.0  1.1  2.0  0.0  0.7  0.0 
16-20  6.3  2.1  7.2  7.5  0.0  0.0  6.7  1.0  0.0  3.7  0.0 
21-25  4.3  1.4  6.2  2.9  0.0  14.3  1.2  4.0  0.0  0.8  0.0 
>25   29.5   2.9   37.0  13.4  0.0  0.0  4.2  1.0  0.0  8.8  0.0 
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Table 17.  Summary of muskrat trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2003-04 season (n=207). 
           
                         
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2
                       
North Zone         699  60.9  0.85  34.90 ± 8.35  
 
24,409 74.5  29.83 
South Zone         450  39.1  0.70  18.59 ± 5.46  
 
8,358 25.5  13.01 
Statewide      1,149  100.0  0.79  28.52 ± 5.52  
 
32,767 100.0  22.43 
                         
 
 
Table 18.  Summary of mink trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2003-04 season (n=140). 
                   
                
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of   Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone  538 69.3  0.66  5.18 ± 0.96  
 
2,786 72.2  3.40 
South Zone  239 30.7  0.37  4.49 ± 1.16  
 
1,071 27.8  1.67 
Statewide         777  100.0  0.53  4.96 ± 0.73  
 
3,857 100.0  2.64 
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Table 19.  Summary of raccoon trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2003-04 season (n=389).         
                         
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone      1,415  65.6  1.73  30.21 ± 8.34  
     
42,757  64.0  52.25 
South Zone         744  34.4  1.16  32.31 ± 6.31  
      
24,026  36.0  37.40 
Statewide      2,159  100.0  1.48  30.93 ± 5.76  
      
66,783  100.0  45.72 
                         
 
 
Table 20.  Summary of opossum trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2003-04 season (n=239).         
                         
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone  921 61.4  1.13  12.24 ± 5.48        11,278 63.5  13.78 
South Zone  405 30.5  0.63  16.03 ± 5.84          6,494 36.5  10.11 
Statewide      1,326  100.0  0.91  13.40 ± 3.99        17,771 100.0  12.17 
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Table 21.  Summary of red fox trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2003-04 season (n=77).         
                          
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of   Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone  289 67.5  0.35  3.50 ± 3.17          1,010 71.1  1.23 
South Zone  139 32.5  0.22  2.96 ± 1.10             411 28.9  0.64 
Statewide  427 100.0  0.29  3.32 ± 1.85          1,421 100.0  0.97 
                          
 
 
Table 22.  Summary of gray fox trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2003-04 season (n=7).         
                          
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers  (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone  0 0.0  0.00  0.00 ± 0.00  0 0.0  0.00 
South Zone  39 100.0  0.06  5.43 ± 0.79  211 100.0  0.33 
Statewide  39 100.0  0.03  5.43 ± 0.97  211 100.0  0.14 
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Table 23.  Summary of beaver trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,  
                 2003-04 season (n=176).         
                          
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone  716 73.3  0.87  6.75 ± 2.26  
 
4,834 69.2  5.91 
South Zone  261 26.7  0.41  8.26 ± 2.77  
 
2,153 30.8  3.35 
Statewide         977  100.0  0.67  7.15 ± 1.75  
 
6,987 100.0  4.78 
                         
 
 
Table 24.  Summary of skunk trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,   
                 2003-04 season (n=100).         
                          
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of   Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone  377 68.0  0.46  5.25 ± 1.06          1,981 78.3  2.42 
South Zone  178 32.0  0.28  3.09 ± 0.80             549 21.7  0.86 
Statewide  555 100.0  0.38  4.56 ± 0.83          2,531 100.0  1.73 
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Table 25.  Summary of weasel trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,   
                 2003-04 season (n=8).         
                         
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of   Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone 
  33 75.0  0.04  1.00 ± 0.94  33 75.0  0.04 
South Zone 
  11 25.0  0.02  1.00 ± 0.95  11 25.0  0.02 
Statewide 
  44 100.0  0.03  1.00 ± 0.78  44 100.0  0.03 
                         
 
 
 
Table 26.  Summary of coyote trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,   
                 2003-04 season (n=136).         
                         
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of   Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone 
  505 66.9  0.62  8.41 ± 3.64          4,246 66.8  5.19 
South Zone 
  250 33.1  0.39  8.47 ± 4.21          2,115 33.2  3.29 
Statewide 
  755 100.0  0.52  8.43 ± 2.73          6,360 100.0  4.35 
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Table 27.  Summary of badger trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois,   
                 2003-04 season (n=16).         
                          
  Estimated  Estimated  Average  Estimated  Estimated 
  Number of  Number of  Season  Total Trapper  Trapper 
Area  Trappers (%)  Trappers/100km2  Catch  Harvest (%)  Harvest/100km2 
                       
North Zone 
  72 81.3  0.09  1.31 ± 0.33  94 85.0  0.12 
South Zone 
  17 18.8  0.03  1.00 ± 0.34  17 15.0  0.03 
Statewide 
  89 100.0  0.06  1.25 ± 1.94  111 100.0  0.08 
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Table 28.  The number of pelts sold by successful trappers (i.e., caught >= 1 animal) for 11 species of furbearers  
 in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=517).                  
              
  Total Number         Pelts Sold in Illinois     Pelts Sold Outside Illinois 
Species   of Pelts Sold  Number  Percentage   Number  Percentage 
          
Muskrat        31,602       26,324  83.30        5,278  16.70
Mink         3,586        2,842  79.25           744  20.74
Raccoon        61,944       44,772  72.28      17,172  27.72
Opossum         9,807        7,182  73.23        2,625  26.77
Red fox         1,260           921  73.10           339  26.90
Gray fox            200           122  61.00             78  39.00
Beaver         6,005        4,157  69.23        1,848  30.77
Striped skunk        1,160           849  73.19           311  26.81
Weasel              23               6  26.09             17  73.91
Coyote         4,890        3,097  63.33        1,793  36.67
Badger              66             44  66.67             22  33.33
Total       120,543       90,316  74.92        30,227  25.08  
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Table 29.  Frequency of active trappers by county in Illinois, 2003-04 season.                      
                    
       
Number of  
Trappers 
County Trapped                 Per County 
                    
          
DeKalb, Ogle        20  
         
JoDaviess, Winnebago       17  
         
Pike        15  
         
Crawford, Livingston, Morgan      13  
         
Woodford        12  
         
Henry        11  
         
LaSalle, Madison       10  
         
Henderson, Kane, Kankakee, Rock Island     9  
         
Bureau, Champaign, Jefferson, Macoupin, Vermilion    8  
         
Boone, Hancock, Kendall, Whiteside, Will     7  
         
Brown, Clark, Clay, Jasper, Perry, Randolph     6  
         
Fulton, Knox, Macon, Wayne      5  
         
Carroll, Greene, Logan, McHenry, Marshall, Putnam,      
Scott, Tazewell, Union       4  
         
Clinton, Cumberland, Douglas, Jersey, Lake, Lawrence, Lee, Richland  3  
         
Alexander, Christian, Cook, DuPage, Ford, Franklin, Iroquois, Johnson,   
McLean, Marion, Mason, Monroe, Peoria, Piatt, Stephenson, Warren  2  
         
Cass, Grundy, McDonough, Montgomery, Moultrie, Pulaski, St. Clair,   
Shelby, Stark, Wabash       1  
         
Adams, Bond, Calhoun, Coles, DeWitt, Edgar, Edwards, Effingham, Fayette,  
Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, Massac, Menard, Mercer, Pope, Saline, 0  
Sangamon, Schuyler, Washington, White, Williamson         
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Table 30.  Statewide harvest by resident Illinois trappers, 1993-2003. 
 
Season Muskrat Mink Raccoon Opossum Red Fox Gray Fox 
      
1993 97,259 4,481 60,961 13,827 1,925 351 
1994 92,047 5,860 79,126 17,604 1,796 290 
1995 68,741 3,984 68,280 17,226 1,710 235 
1996 61,119 5,648 117,556 29,500 1,468 213 
1997 89,781 5,615 127,737 32,418 1,391 122 
1998 44,199 4,333 101,224 23,966 1,043 122 
1999 33,447 3,033 51,971 12,734 1,094   99 
2000 22,677 2,205 49,076 10,847    890   72 
2001 54,017 4,375 92,596 13,684 1,741 121 
2002 50,895 5,189 90,909 23,140 1,641 206 
2003 32,767 3,857 66,783 17,771 1,421 211 
       
       
Season Beaver Skunk Weasel Coyote Badger All Species 
       
1993   7,004 1,619 38 3,556 ---a 191,021 
1994   8,620 2,647 39 4,566 --- 212,595 
1995   6,776 2,469 32 4,338 --- 173,791 
1996 11,180 2,539 17 3,903   58 233,201 
1997 16,177 2,878 71 3,250   71 279,511 
1998   8,688 1,903 33 2,630   61 188,202 
1999   9,704 1,138 27 5,051   27 118,325 
2000   7,026 1,116   7 2,523   41   96,480 
2001 11,490 2,177 47 4,258   56 184,562 
2002   9,983 3,281 61 7,678   89 193,072 
2003   6,987 2,531 44 6,360 111 138,843 
aThe badger was reinstated as legal game for trapping beginning with the 1996 season. 
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Table 31.  Summary of fur hunting activities by trappersa in Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=517).  
Species Number of 
Trappers in Sample 
Hunting Species 
 
Number of 
Furbearers Harvested 
by Hunting 
Average Number 
Harvested by 
Hunting 
Estimated Percent 
of All Trappers 
Hunting Species 
Estimated Total 
Harvest by All Trappers 
Hunting Species 
Raccoon 99  2,920  29.49   19.15  16,206  
Opossum 27  219  8.11     5.22  1,215  
Red fox 13  36  2.77     2.51  200  
Gray fox 1  10  10.00     0.19  56  
Striped skunk 12  29  2.42     2.32  161  
Coyote  67  411  6.13   12.96  2,281  
All species                163b,c 3,625  22.24     31.53c  20,119  
a Active and inactive trappers. 
b Successful and unsuccessful hunters. 
c Total for all species is less than the sum of the above values because some trappers hunted >1 species. 
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Table 32.  Have you seen a weasel or weasel sign in Illinois during the 2003-04  
season (n=497)? 
 n Percent 
Yes, I saw a weasel 50 10 
Yes, I saw weasel sign 19   4 
No 428 86 
   
If “Yes,” what county or counties?  See Figure 5. 
 
 
 
Table 33.  Have you seen a river otter or otter sign in Illinois during the 2003-04  
season (n=507)? 
 n Percent 
Yes, I saw an otter 76 15 
Yes, I saw otter sign 26  5 
No 405 80 
If “Yes,” what county or counties?  See Figure 6. 
 
 
 
Table 34.  Have you seen a bobcat or bobcat sign in Illinois during the 2003-04 
season (n=505)? 
 n Percent 
Yes, I saw a bobcat 57 11 
Yes, I saw bobcat sign 18  4 
No 430 85 
If “Yes,” what county or counties?  See Figure 7. 
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35.   How IMPORTANT to you are the following wildlife management programs?   
 
Program or Activity 
 
 
 
n 
 
Not 
Important 
 
Slightly 
Important 
 
Moderately 
Important 
 
Very 
Important 
 
Extremely 
Important 
 
Monitoring furbearer 
populations and 
harvest 
 
 
 
487 
 
 
   3% 
 
 
   5% 
 
 
   21% 
 
 
   43% 
 
 
   28% 
Enforcement of 
trapping regulations 
  
 
486 
 
4 
 
7 
 
18 
 
34 
 
37 
Furbearer 
management projects  
 
 
478 
 
4 
 
6 
 
24 
 
37 
 
29 
Land acquisition 
projects 
 
 
478 
 
9 
 
11 
 
31 
 
24 
 
25 
Projects to restore 
threatened and 
endangered species 
 
 
 
482 
 
 
4 
 
 
5 
 
 
16 
 
 
31 
 
 
43 
Educating the public 
on the benefits of 
trapping 
 
 
 
486 
 
 
2 
 
 
2 
 
 
8 
 
 
22 
 
 
66 
Youth trapper 
education programs 
 
 
486 
 
2 
 
3 
 
11 
 
27 
 
57 
Providing 
opportunities to trap 
on public land 
 
 
 
486 
 
 
3 
 
 
6 
 
 
18 
 
 
29 
 
 
44 
Nuisance wildlife 
programs 
 
 
487 
 
4 
 
5 
 
20 
 
31 
 
40 
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36.  How SATISFIED are you with the following wildlife management programs?   
 
Program or Activity 
 
 
 
n 
 
Not 
Satisfied 
 
Slightly 
Satisfied 
 
Moderately 
Satisfied 
 
Very 
Satisfied 
 
Extremely 
Satisfied 
 
Monitoring furbearer 
populations and 
harvest 
 
 
 
485 
 
 
   4% 
 
 
   5% 
 
 
   40% 
 
 
   36% 
 
 
   14% 
Enforcement of 
trapping regulations 
  
 
484 
 
5 
 
5 
 
31 
 
42 
 
16 
Furbearer 
management projects  
 
 
475 
 
5 
 
9 
 
41 
 
33 
 
12 
Land acquisition 
projects 
 
 
471 
 
11 
 
15 
 
43 
 
22 
 
9 
Projects to restore 
threatened and 
endangered species 
 
 
 
479 
 
 
6 
 
 
9 
 
 
32 
 
 
36 
 
 
17 
Educating the public 
on the benefits of 
trapping 
 
 
 
484 
 
 
23 
 
 
22 
 
 
30 
 
 
16 
 
 
9 
Youth trapper 
education programs 
 
 
477 
 
9 
 
17 
 
33 
 
25 
 
16 
Providing 
opportunities to trap 
on public land 
 
 
 
476 
 
 
22 
 
 
16 
 
 
36 
 
 
17 
 
 
9 
Nuisance wildlife 
programs 
 
 
480 
 
14 
 
15 
 
40 
 
22 
 
9 
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Table 37.  Some personal characteristics of the active trappers who participated 
in the 2003-04 Illinois Trapper Survey. 
 Mean 
How many years have you trapped in Illinois (n=493)? 20 
Age in years (n=510). 45 
 
 
 
Table 38.  How often do you buy a trapping permit (n=502)? 
 n Percent Response 
Every year 329    65% 
Most years   99 20 
Some, but not most years   74 15 
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Table 39.  Distribution of surveyed trappers (active and inactive) by county (Illinois, 2003-04 
season.)  (n=517) 
County Number of 
Trappers 
County Number of 
Trappers 
County Number of 
Trappers 
Adams   1 Hardin   0 Morgan 22 
Alexander   2 Henderson   7 Moultrie   1 
Bond   0 Henry 15 Ogle 18 
Boone   9 Iroquois   5 Peoria   3 
Brown   6 Jackson   1 Perry   8 
Bureau   6 Jasper   6 Piatt   2 
Calhoun   1 Jefferson   7 Pike  21 
Carroll   4 Jersey   3 Pope   0 
Cass   0 Jo Daviess 16 Pulaski   1 
Champaign   9 Johnson   0 Putnam   5 
Christian   3 Kane   7 Randolph   3 
Clark   6 Kankakee   7 Richland   3 
Clay   8 Kendall   6 Rock Island 11 
Clinton   3 Knox   6 St. Clair   2 
Coles   0 Lake   5 Saline   0 
Cook   7 LaSalle   9 Sangamon   0 
Crawford 15 Lawrence   5 Schuyler   2 
Cumberland   3 Lee   4 Scott   2 
De Kalb 29 Livingston 13 Shelby   1 
DeWitt   0 Logan   4   Stark   0 
Douglas   4 McDonough   1 Stephenson  1 
Du Page   5 McHenry   5 Tazewell   6 
Edgar   0 McLean   4 Union   7 
Edwards   0 Macon   5 Vermilion 10 
Effingham   2 Macoupin 11 Wabash   1 
Fayette   1 Madison 12 Warren   4 
Ford   6 Marion   2 Washington   0 
Franklin   2 Marshall   5 Wayne   4 
Fulton   5 Mason   2 White   1 
Gallatin   0 Massac   0 Whiteside   6 
Greene   4 Menard   1 Will   9 
Grundy   1 Mercer   1 Williamson   0 
Hamilton   0 Monroe   4 Winnebago 19 
Hancock   8 Montgomery   1 Woodford 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 36
 
 
Figure 1.  Wildlife management units and furbearer management zones in Illinois. 
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Figure 2.  Distribution of days of trapping by active trappers in Illinois, 2003-04 season 
(n=428). 
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Figure 3.  Distribution of the number of muskrats trapped per successful trapper in Illinois, 
2003-04 season (n=207). 
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Figure 4.  Distribution of the number of raccoons trapped per successful raccoon trapper in 
Illinois, 2003-04 season (n=389). 
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Figure 5.  Illinois counties in which trappers reported observing weasel(s) or their sign during 
the past year, 2003-04 season. The number of reports is listed for each county. 
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Figure 6.  Illinois counties in which trappers reported observing otter(s) or their sign during the 
past year, 2003-04 season. The number of reports is listed for each county.  
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Figure 7.  Illinois counties in which trappers reported observing bobcat(s) or their sign during 
the past year, 2003-04 season. The number of reports is listed for each county. 
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Appendix A 
 
 
Furbearer trapping seasons in Illinois, 2003-04. 
 
  Trapping Seasons 
Species      Northern Zone       Southern Zone 
    
Muskrat, mink, raccoon, 
opossum, striped skunk, 
weasel 
 Nov. 5 – Jan. 15 (72)a Nov. 10 – Jan. 20 (72) 
    
Beaver  Nov. 5 – March 31 (147) Nov. 10 – March 31 (142) 
    
Red fox, gray fox, 
coyote, badger 
 Nov. 10 – Jan. 20 (72) Nov. 10 – Jan. 20 (72) 
aNumbers in parentheses are season lengths in days. 
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Appendix D 
 
Illinois Trapper Survey 
 
2003 – 2004 Season 
 
 
 
ALL RESPONSES ARE CONFIDENTIAL 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
Postage-paid return envelope provided 
 
 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife Resources 
and the 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
 
 
 
The Department of Natural Resources is requesting disclosure of information that is necessary to accomplish 
the statutory purpose as outlined under the Illinois Compiled Statutes, The Wildlife Code, Chapter 520.  
Disclosure of information is voluntary. 
 47
Section 1.  Trapping Harvest   Complete EACH BLANK  for all species trapped in Illinois during the 2003-
2004 season.  Report only your personal catch.   If you trapped with a partner, list only your half of the catch.  
 
1.  Did you set any traps for furbearers in Illinois during the 2003-2004 trapping season? 
 ______ Yes   
______ No (Please go to Question 4) 
 
Species Total Trapped Number Sold in 
Illinois 
Number Sold or Shipped 
Out of State 
Number Not Sold 
 
Muskrat 
 
________________ 
 
________________ 
 
________________ 
 
________________ 
Mink ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Raccoon ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Opossum ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Red Fox ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Gray Fox ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Beaver ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Skunk ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Weasel ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Coyote ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
Badger ________________ ________________ ________________ ________________ 
  
2.  In which county did you do most of your trapping? _____________________ county 
 
3.  How many days (or nights) did you have traps set? ______ days (or nights) 
 
4.  Did you hunt furbearers with a gun and/or dogs in Illinois during the 2003-2004 season? 
 ______ Yes 
 ______ No 
 
4a.  If “Yes,” please give the number of each species taken by hunting: 
 ______ Raccoon ______ Red Fox ______ Gray Fox     
 ______ Opossum  ______ Coyote  ______ Skunk  
 
5.  Have you seen a weasel or weasel sign in Illinois during the 2003-2004 season? 
 ______ Yes, I saw a weasel  If “Yes,” what county or counties? _________________________ 
 ______ Yes, I saw weasel sign If “Yes,” what county or counties? _________________________ 
______ No (Go to Section 2) 
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Section 2.  Wildlife Management in Illinois.  Please provide your opinions of the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources efforts to manage Illinois’ wildlife resources by responding to the following questions. 
 
1.  How IMPORTANT to you are the following wildlife management programs?  Please circle ONE number 
that matches your response for each item. 
 
Program or Activity 
 
Not 
Important 
Slightly 
Important 
Moderately 
Important 
Very 
Important 
Extremely 
Important 
 
Monitoring furbearer populations and 
harvest 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
2 
 
 
3 
 
 
4 
 
 
5 
Enforcement of trapping regulations  1 2 3 4 5 
Furbearer management projects  1 2 3 4 5 
Land acquisition projects 1 2 3 4 5 
Projects to restore threatened and 
endangered species 
 
  
1 
  
2 
  
3 
 
4 
  
5 
Educating the public on the benefits of 
trapping 
 
  
1 
  
2 
  
3 
 
4 
  
5 
Youth trapper education programs 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
Providing opportunities to trap on 
public land 
 
 
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
Nuisance wildlife programs 1 2 3 4 5 
 
2.  How SATISFIED are you with the following wildlife management programs?  Please circle ONE number 
that matches your response for each item. 
 
Program or Activity 
 
Not 
Satisfied 
Slightly 
Satisfied 
Moderately 
Satisfied 
Very 
Satisfied 
Extremely 
Satisfied 
 
Monitoring furbearer populations and 
harvest 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
2 
 
 
3 
 
 
4 
 
 
5 
Enforcement of trapping regulations  1 2 3 4 5 
Furbearer management projects  1 2 3 4 5 
Land acquisition projects 1 2 3 4 5 
Projects to restore threatened and 
endangered species 
 
  
1 
  
2 
  
3 
  
4 
  
5 
Educating the public on the benefits of 
trapping 
 
  
1 
  
2 
  
3 
  
4 
  
5 
Youth trapper education programs 
 
1 2 3 4 5 
Providing opportunities to trap on 
public land 
 
 
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
Nuisance wildlife programs 1 2 3 4 5 
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Section 3.  Protected Species.  Please provide information on the following protected species. Your responses 
help to manage Illinois’ wildlife resources. 
 
1.  Have you seen a river otter or otter sign in Illinois during the 2003-2004 season? 
 ______ Yes, I saw an otter  If “Yes,” what county or counties? _________________________ 
 ______ Yes, I saw otter sign  If “Yes,” what county or counties? _________________________ 
 ______ No  
 
2.  Have you seen a bobcat or bobcat sign in Illinois during the 2003-2004 season? 
 ______ Yes, I saw a bobcat  If “Yes,” what county or counties? _________________________ 
 ______ Yes, I saw bobcat sign  If “Yes,” what county or counties? _________________________ 
______ No  
 
Section 4.  Trapper Information. The following questions are important to help us understand more about 
the people involved in trapping in Illinois.  Please tell us something about yourself by responding to the 
following questions.  All responses will be kept confidential. 
 
1.  How many years have you trapped in Illinois? ______ years 
 
2.  How often do you buy a trapping permit?   
 ______ 1) every year  ______ 2) most years  ______ 3) some, but not most years   
 
3.  What is your county of residence? ________________________ County 
 
4.  Please give your age. ______ years 
 
COMMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RETURN ENVELOPE IS PROVIDED – POSTAGE-PAID 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE! 
Your input will help us understand more about trappers and trapping in Illinois. 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources receives federal assistance and therefore must comply with federal anti-discrimination laws.  In compliance with the 
Illinois Human Rights Act, the Illinois Constitution, Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act as amended, and the U.S. Constitution, 
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or disability.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, please contact the Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, Department of Natural Resources, One Natural 
Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271, (217) 782-7616 or the Officer of Human Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 20240 


